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Welcome New Members!

It is my pleasure to finally be writing you via a scheduled quarterly newsletter. I know its been a while, but 
times are busy, and the Executive Committee is in action-mode working to gain some traction in the way of 
ASLA Advocacy, regular chapter events and fundraising.  

2018 is an important year for our chapter. Coming off the 2017 Rendezvous, we see a real need to raise more 
operating capital, shore up our sponsorship support and, more than anything else, strengthen the professional 
bond between our Montana and Idaho professionals. Our chapter exists within two amazing western states 
which face many of the same challenges and issues. But fear not, there is strength in numbers and before I 
am finished serving as your president, it is my hope that the Idaho-Montana ASLA membership will grow in 
numbers while providing strong support to our Universities, aspiring LA’s and licensure boards. Most of all, I 
want to see our members collaborating to not only promote and preserve our great profession, but our great 
western states.   

I hope you will join me in this cause. 

Greetings IDMT ASLA Members, colleagues and friends, 
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Mary M. Alexander, Associate ASLA- Native Landscapes
Erik W. Anderson, ASLA- CSHQA
Tyler  Chambers, Associate ASLA- Breckon Land Design Inc.
Doug  Critchfield, ASLA- City of Seattle
Sherri French, ASLA
Annette R. Marchesseault, ASLA- Missoula Redevelopment Agency
Eric J. Meadows, ASLA- DHM Design

The Idaho Montana Chapter would like to extend a warm welcome to its newest members. Please reach 
out to them when you have the opportunity!

Doug Russell, ASLA, PLA
IDMT ASLA President 
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Trustees Report

Every year, ASLA convenes the national mid-year meeting, bringing together all chapter presidents and 
trustees to conduct business, fine tune national objectives, and train new national leaders. Added to these 
activities, ASLA prepares an advocacy effort to promote legislative priorities identified as critical by ASLA 
membership. Chapter Presidents and Trustees take this advocacy message “to the Hill” to discuss our 
priorities with our representatives in both the chambers of the House and Senate. Some of this year’s 
advocacy efforts have been identified as follows: 

ASLA Statement on the Living Shorelines Act
Take action and send a message to urge your member of Congress to cosponsor the Living Shorelines Act! 
ASLA has endorsed H.R. 4525, the Living Shorelines Act, which would provide critical funding to help our 
nation’s coastal communities develop flood-resistant green infrastructure projects that integrate plants and 
local ecosystems. 

Take Action Now – Stop Proposed Cuts to LWCF
ASLA 2017 Advocacy Highlights

If you want to learn more about these issues, go to the following link:    
Check Out the ASLA Advocacy Day 2015 webpage

Other news: Infrastructure bill is unlikely this year.
Recently, Senate GOP leadership announced that passage of an infrastructure bill is unlikely this year. 
Increased spending on infrastructure, one of President Trump’s main campaign promises, will likely be 
tabled in the Senate as policy makers begin to grapple with other pressing legislative concerns such as 
appropriations, gun law reform, and immigration. Department of Transportation Secretary Elaine Chao 
continues to push the administration’s agenda this week at a House Transportation and Infrastructure 
hearing. 

I will be taking this message to the appropriate Idaho and Montana delegates and would love to hear any 
messages from our membership to take to Washington DC for consideration. I would also encourage 
everyone to send me examples of successful local projects in any of these categories or issues led by 
Landscape Architects as we find this is the most successful way to deliver our message. 

APRIL IS WORLD LANDSCAPE ARCHITECTURE MONTH!!! 
Follow this link to find out more about World Landscape Architecture Month: 
World Landscape Architecture Month – WLAM
Please check out the link for information and schedule for the celebration.

Respectfully,

John Roters, ASLA
Trustee Idaho Montana Chapter

ASLA National Legislative Advocacy

https://www.asla.org/NewsListingDetails.aspx?id=52629
http://advocate.asla.org/app/write-a-letter?0&engagementId=431633
https://www.asla.org/FederalGovernmentAffairs.aspx?id=52621
http://advocate.asla.org/app/write-a-letter?1&engagementId=438053
https://www.asla.org/NewsListingDetails.aspx?id=52600
https://www.asla.org/advocacyday2018.aspx
https://www.asla.org/ContentDetail.aspx?id=45783


Doug Russell- President
The Land Group

Doug is a Principal and professional landscape architect with The Land 
Group in Eagle, Idaho.  Working in the profession since 1992, Doug’s 
experience includes a wide range of work including: construction, 
large-scale master planning, urban district planning, institutional 
facility design, and park planning.  Doug puts a lot of focus in day to 
day business management for the firm but also works closely with 
clients and allied professionals daily, driving design towards solutions 
that provide the public with functional, cost effective and aesthetically 
pleasing results.  

Doug strongly believes in collaboration amongst planners, landscape 
architects and design engineers, employing an integrated design 
approach to create functional, environmentally sustainable, 

2018 IDMT ASLA Executive Committee

Kate Dinsmore- President Elect
WGM Group

Kate Dinsmore is currently serving as the President Elect of the Idaho-
Montana Chapter of ASLA after serving as the Western Montana Chair 
and Montana Vice President.  Kate has a master’s degree in landscape 
architecture from the University of Arizona and is a licensed landscape 
architect and SITES Accredited Professional with over nine years of 
experience.

As part of WGM Group’s multi-disciplinary team, Kate has worked on a 
range of projects that focus on building stronger communities, including 
land use planning projects, recreation and transportation facilities, and 
site design.  Kate has extensive graphic design skills, which provide 
clients with visual interpretations of planning concepts. Her renderings 
often provide clarity to the public during outreach activities to convey 
complex concepts in a straight forward manner.  

economically viable and aesthetically pleasing public places. As a licensed Landscape Architect in Idaho for 
20 years, Doug has helped implement over 500 built projects throughout Idaho and the Intermountain West.  

Doug has also influenced our profession and local communities through his professional affiliations and 
public service. He has been an active member of ASLA since 1992 and served as the Olmsted Group 
Chaiman from 2000-2002.  Additionally, he served as a Boise City Planning and Zoning Commissioner from 
2003-2012.
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John Roters- Trustee
South Beck & Baird Landscape Architecture, P.C.

John Roters, ASLA, PLA, is a principal in the firm South Beck & Baird 
Landscape Architecture, P.C. located in Boise, Idaho. John earned 
a Bachelor of Landscape Architecture degree from the University of 
Idaho.  He has over 22 years’ experience within the field of Landscape 
Architecture.

South Beck & Baird Landscape Architecture works on a wide variety of 
projects including health care facilities centered on master planning and 
design, land planning, recreation design and transportation planning.  
John is passionate in the field of eminent domain and has been an 
expert witness in hundreds of condemnation cases, striving to help the 
private landowner. 

Ben Semple- ID Vice President
Rodney Evans + Partners

Ben Semple is a licensed landscape architect with over ten years of 
professional experience.   During that time, he has performed planning 
and design for a number of residential and commercial developments, 
private residences, and local road projects throughout Idaho.  

Ben’s expertise encompasses most major aspects of land development 
including site planning and design, construction document preparation, 
coordination with governing and regulatory agencies, and project 
implementation.  His construction oversight experience includes 
direct management of a number of local commercial and residential 
installations.   

Ben’s previous employment with a civil engineering firm has given him 
a strong foundation in site design and development, especially as it 
pertains to parking and roadway layout, site grading and drainage, and 

storm water system design.

Much of his recent experience has involved project management, design, and production and 
implementation support for phased residential developments, planned communities, education facilities, 
and resorts in the area.  Additionally, these projects included coordination with, and public presentation to, 
community leaders, design team members, and neighborhood residents in order to produce successful 
projects.

As advocate for Landscape Architecture, John has been involved in multiple positions within local boards 
and focus groups with a hope to further the profession in the eye of the public and help better promote a 
sustainable future.  



6

Gordon Lemmel- Secretary
Peaks to Plains Design, PC

Gordon Lemmel is a licensed landscape architect and joins the Idaho-
Montana ASLA Executive Committee as its Secretary. Gordon earned 
his Bachelor of Landscape Architecture degree from the University of 
Idaho in 2008, and he earned his Masters of Landscape Architecture 
with a graduate certificate in Organizational Dynamics from the 
University of Idaho in 2011.

In 2014, Gordon joined the Peaks to Plains Design team in Billings, 
Montana, where he embraces being a placemaking pacesetter. His 
approach to design reflects his clients’ goals and objectives, while 
incorporating his love of art and creativity in landscape architecture. 
His inspiration comes from watching how people interact within their 
environment – the way they sit, stand, play, relax, entertain, their overall 

posture and attitude – and his designs explore how to best foster these interactions. 

Prior to joining Peaks to Plains Design, Gordon’s past experiences include: executive director of the Klamath 
Lake Land Trust in Klamath Falls, Oregon, environmental consultant and wetland specialist, and park 
planner at Lake County Parks in Crown Point, Indiana. Gordon also worked for a landscape contractor in 
Columbus, Ohio in his formative years - digging holes, planting plants and honing his skills of construction 
and plant horticulture during the summers of high school and college.

Outside of work, Gordon often volunteers with his wife all around Billings and Montana, and he is a member 
of Kiwanis International, currently serving as the local club’s Vice President. Gordon is an avid ice hockey 
player and plays goalie in the Magic City Adult Hockey League. He also plays bass and electric guitar in a 
local Billings band.

Chris Barnes- MT Vice President
Bruce Boody Landscape Architect Inc. 

Chris Barnes currently serves as the ASLA Vice President of Montana 
for the Idaho-Montana chapter. Chris lived in Germany for over a year 
where he was inspirited by the beauty, quality of the built environment 
and functions of good urban design. This compelled Chris to study 
Landscape Architecture, going on to receive his Bachelors and Masters 
Degrees from the University of Idaho. Practicing in the field, Chris gained 
a broad range of design experience ranging from detailed site design 
and site planning to parks and neighborhood planning.

Chris views Landscape Architecture as a profession extremely well 
suited to lead the sustainable development of our cultural and ecological 
landscapes, especially as we enter a new epoch of challenges including 
climate change, and growing cultural and economic disparities in our 
communities within our landscape. Chris is driven to collaborate locally, 
state-wide and nation-wide as an advocate for sustainable development 
of our landscapes and communities. Chris aims to bring awareness to 

the profession and to affect policy that will increase the clout of Landscape Architecture profession’s role in 
all forms of land development, with the goal of generating improved outcomes of our built environment.
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Christopher Hawkins- Treasurer
The Land Group

Christopher Hawkins is currently serving his second consecutive term 
as Treasurer of the Idaho-Montana Chapter of ASLA. After receiving 
both bachelor and master’s degrees in landscape architecture from the 
University of Idaho, he joined the integrated design team at The Land 
Group in Eagle, Idaho. Christopher has a broad range of experience 
from large-scale master planning, urban design, infrastructure design, 
and public engagement. Christopher is committed to the success of 
our community, the progress of the profession and the happiness of his 
family. Serving of the Executive Board, he can fulfill this mission as he 
assists local agencies with smart development policies and engages the 
public to expose everyone to many benefits that landscape architects 
offer to land development and conservation. Outside of his professional 
life, he spends as much time as possible enjoying the company of his 
family and friends.

Jay Gibbons- Past President
South Beck & Baird Landscape Architecture, P.C.

Jay Gibbons currently serves as Past President of the Idaho-Montana, 
serving previously as President, President-elect and as treasurer.  
Being involved in the chapter and society is vital to our profession for 
a number of reasons.  Personally, it is a way to say thank you and give 
back to all the now-seasoned professionals that represented the chapter 
and protected my interests through the early years of my career. 

Jay Gibbons currently works at South Beck & Baird Landscape 
Architecture. He previously served as the Parks & Pathways Project 
Manager for the City of Meridian’s Parks and Recreation Department 
and was responsible for implementation of the Meridian Pathways 
Master Plan.  Jay has worked for the City of Meridian 6 plus years.  Jay 
holds a Bachelors degree in Landscape Architecture from the University 

of Idaho and has been a licensed Landscape Architect in the State of Idaho for over 21 years.
Over the course of his 26 year professional career, Mr. Gibbons has served as a land use planner and as the 
Planning & Zoning Administrator for Ada County Development Services, as a Park Development Coordinator 
with the City of Boise’s Parks & Recreation Department and spent 9 years in private practice, mainly working 
on projects in commercial development, hospital campus development and recreational planning.
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Jim Mihan- Olmsted Section Chair
South Beck & Baird Landscape Architecture, P.C.

Jim Mihan currently serves as the chairman of the Olmsted Section 
of Idaho-Montana, serving previously as Trustee (2 terms), President, 
President Elect, Vice President (2 terms), and Secretary. His passion 
for the profession of Landscape Architecture and the importance of its 
role in comprehensive and sustainable design continues to motivate his 
leadership efforts on behalf of the profession. 

Jim Mihan is the co-owner of South Beck & Baird Landscape 
Architecture, a new firm with old roots from the offices of South 
Landscape Architecture and Beck & Baird in Boise, Idaho. The office 
specializes in governmental and institutional design especially in 
the area of state/regional parks, hospital/healthcare campuses, and 
transportation. Prior to his position as Owner, Jim served 12 years 
with Beck & Baird. Jim was previously the civil engineering manager 

Maggie Clark- Member-At-Large
City of Pocatello, ID

Maggie Clark is a licensed Landscape Architect who is currently 
serving as the Chapter Member-At-Large. This is Maggie’s third 
consecutive year serving as the Public Awareness Representative as 
well. After earning a bachelor’s degree in Landscape Architecture from 
the University of Idaho, she spent five years as a Project Manager/
Designer for a design/build landscape construction company in 
Boise. In this position, Maggie gained valuable field knowledge while 
supervising the installation of a range of projects including high-end 
residential and complex commercial projects. In the last two years she 
has made the transition into public sector work. Maggie worked as a 
Design Professional/Project Manager for the Development Bureau for 
Idaho State Parks and Recreation and then recently as the Project 
Manager in the Engineering Department for the City Of Pocatello. Her 
most recent work includes transportation infrastructure, large scale 

urban development, river corridor restoration, urban parks, and the associated public involvement. Maggie’s 
experience working in the private and public sectors has shaped her well rounded professional approach. 
Maggie is committed to being an active advocate for the profession of Landscape Architecture. She really 
enjoys representing the profession as the chapter Public Awareness Representative. Maggie in passionate 
about being involved in the community and regional conservation efforts. She serves in the Portneuf 
Watershed Partnership, Tree Commission, and the Snake River Canopy Network. After recently moving to 
Pocatello, Maggie and her husband, Ott, are endeavoring to purchase some property and start a hobby farm.

at Leavitt Engineers, Landscape Architect at Sterling Landscape, and a planner / landscape designer / 
architectural job captain at Lombard Conrad Architects.  
Jim holds a Bachelors degree in Landscape Architecture from the University of Idaho and has been a 
licensed Landscape Architect in the State of Idaho for 18 years. Over the course of his 24 year professional 
career, Mr. Mihan’s work has spanned almost every category of Landscape Architecture, design-build, and 
multi-disciplinary design. The most rewarding has been in his work in cemetery design for the veterans of the 
State of Idaho and being involved in design efforts in half of the park system for the State of Idaho. 



The 2017 Rendezvous was held October 5-7 in Missoula with the Montana Trails, Recreation, and Park 
Association.  The conference included 25 education sessions, five field sessions, and three evening 
receptions.  The sessions explored the different aspects of the conference’s theme, Integrated Design.  
There were over 100 students and professionals that attended the conference with about half of the 
attendees being landscape architecture professionals or landscape architecture students from the 
University of Idaho or Montana State University.  There were 26 sponsors and exhibitors. 

The conference kicked off with educational sessions and a volunteer activity at the Missoula Food Bank.  
The attendees helped put together Kids EmPower Packs that provide weekend nutrition for kids in the 
community.  This was a fast-paced event and a fun way to meet fellow attendees while giving back to the 
local community. 

Highlights of the second day included keynote speaker Barry Fagan who spoke about stormwater 
management and Vaughn Rinner, 2017 ASLA President, who talked about the importance of landscape 
architects working together with other disciplines.  The afternoon included field sessions with a walking tour 
of downtown landscape architecture projects and a tour of the Mount Dean Stone conservation area.  The 
day was capped off with the First Friday Art Walk and a reception in downtown Missoula.

The final day included a trip to Fort Missoula Regional 
Park with several session speakers.  The day concluded 
with education sessions on SITES, stormwater, and an 
update on ASLA projects and initiatives.  The conference 
concluded with the awards banquet where the President’s 
award of Excellence, two Honor Awards, and six Merit 
Awards were presented.  The President’s Award of 
Excellence, requiring a unanimous decision from the 
jurors, was presented to Design Workshop of Colorado for 
Story Mill Community Park in Bozeman.  

2018 IDMT ASLA Rendezvous

photo credit: Maggie Clark

photo credit: Christine Sionne
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The conference was made possible through the support of our many sponsors and exhibitors.  There were 
two gold sponsors, Hunter Industries and Baseline, six silver sponsors, and three bronze sponsors.  The 
exhibitors were available throughout the conference to discuss their products, services, and design solutions. 

Thank you to the Rendezvous Committee for all the work they did!

Thank you to all the speakers, attendees, sponsors, and exhibitors for making this a great event.  We look 
forward to seeing everyone at the 2019 Rendezvous!   

Kate Dinsmore, ASLA, PLA, SITES AP

Chris Barnes
Maggie Clark
Kate Dinsmore
Donna Gaukler
Jay Gibbons 

Jessica Holdren
Gordon Lemmel
Annette Marchesseault
Nathan McLeod
Jennie Meinershagen

Neil Miner
Ryan Smith
Jennifer Thomsen
Kent Watson
Lynda Wightman

photo credit: Christine Sionne

photo credit: Christine Sionnephoto credit: Maggie Clark

photo credit: Maggie Clark
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The Idaho Montana Chapter of ASLA partnered with the National Park Service (NPS) to put on a three-day 
community design charrette in Hagerman, ID last spring. IMASLA and NPS teamed up to work with Hagerman 
Bike and Walk to help them realize their vision of a valley-wide pathway system along the Thousand Springs 
Scenic Byway. The workshop was held April 21-23, 2017 and fit nicely as the chapter’s World Landscape 
Architecture Month event. This workshop was part of a national agreement that matches local ASLA chapters 
with communities working on conservation and outdoor recreation projects with the NPS River, Trails, and 
Conservation Assistance Program. Over the last 18 years, this program has assisted over 70 community 
projects across the U.S. The last time the IDMT Chapter participated was in 2012 to generate ideas for the 
Barber Pool Conservation Area Interpretive Trail in Boise, ID. 

The Hagerman Bike and Walk’s ambitious vision included a network of pathways that connect Hagerman 
Valley residents to over 30 natural and historic attractions along a 20-mile corridor. This community driven 
project included planning, public outreach, fundraising, and on the ground trail work. The first phase outlined a 
10 foot wide paved pathway connecting Billingsley State Park to Hagerman, bikes lanes through town, and a 
pathway to the fish hatcheries south of town. The primary goals were to create safer, more accessible places 
for pedestrians and cyclists of all ages and abilities, increase vitality and economic development of the area, 
provide more access to recreation activities, connect residents and visitors to community assets, promote 
health and wellness, engage area youth in the pathways project, and collaborate with partners, land manager, 
and the community in planning and developing the pathways. 

Hagerman Pathway Design Charrette

photo credit: Maggie Clark

photo credit: Sue Abbottphoto credit: Sue Abbott

photo credit: Sue Abbott
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There were a wide variety of participants including Landscape Architects/Designers, local business owners, 
elected officials, citizen stakeholders, and NPS professionals. The group was divided up into three teams 
to address: community vision and branding, the pathways through town,  and regional pathway connection. 
Each team had a well rounded mix of expertise from locals who brought valuable intel, like existing road 
conditions and local dynamic to design professionals with a holistic approach to make well informed decisions. 

The weekend began with a tour of the area to orient everyone and showcase the unique and exciting 
opportunities in the Hagerman Valley. Friday evening was spent networking and listening to a presentation 
on successful integration of pedestrian/bike circulation in urban and rural settings. All day Saturday and half 
of Sunday was spent brainstorming and generating material. One group addressed connectivity through way 
finding; they produced a great logo and other interesting ideas for signage. Another group developed street/
path profiles that included complete street concepts for Main street to provide safe, and efficient circulation for 
citizens and tourists. The last group identified connective paths to existing regional attractions and suggested 
additional programming/amenities to enhance the recreational experience. 

The groups presented to the public on Sunday afternoon with opportunities for individual discussion after 
the presentation. The work produced will be used to help secure grants to implement the design ideas.  The 
community of Hagerman was very enthusiastic during the workshop and the ideas very well received. Although 
this project had its share of complex issues, it was a very rewarding experience for all who participated.

“We did it to try and get the people of Hagerman a safe place to walk, promote 
health, and try to help boost tourism to help the economy.” 
         –Craig Laughlin, President of Hagerman Bike and Walk Organization

As of this spring, the Hagerman Pathways project has raised $17,000 
and acquired the permits from ITD to build the first phase of path running 
along highway 30 from Hagerman to Billingsley Creek State Park. The 
legislature approved funding this year to develop Billingsley Creek State 
Park including $100,000 to help build this ½ mile stretch of pathway. 
With the donations, state funding, and contractor contributions, they 
now have the means to construct this first phase. The Hagerman Bike 
and Walk Organization is also applying for another $100,000 grant. If 
awarded, this will be used to build pathway connections to other State 
Parks in the Hagerman Valley.  It’s exciting to see a community rally 
around this project and make it happen!  

Maggie Clark, ASLA, PLA

photo credits: Maggie Clark12



The Idaho/Montana Chapter, ASLA sent Maggie Clark, the Public Awareness Representative, to ASLA Public 
Awareness Summit. The Summit was held in Austin, Texas on January 5-7th at the Van Zandt Kimpton 
Hotel. This year’s Summit was well attended with a representative from nearly every chapter. A tour put on 
by the Central Section of Texas ASLA unofficially kicked off the event on Friday afternoon. DWG Landscape 
Architects who designed the hotel lead the tour that included a great gathering space with a bar, pool, fire 
place, public lounging area, and rentable more secluded lounge areas in addition to indoor seating and stage. 
Another of DWG’s projects, Faregound at One Eleven was an adaptive reuse of an underutilized private office 
tower plaza. We toured the amphitheater, shade structures, outdoor dining and seating areas, and innovative 
water features. We also took a tour of the new Austin Central Library designed by Colman & Associates. 
This former brownfield site is now a LEED project that includes innovative water quality control features such 
as bio filtration, rainwater harvesting, rain gardens, and a fantastic intensive greenroof patio. The Seaholm 
development, adjacent to the Library, is an EcoDistrict which is part of an 85 acre district. This adaptive reuse 
development focused on sustainable urban regeneration of an old power plant into retail and business space 
by TBG Partners. The tour was concluded with a social networking event for all attendees in downtown Austin. 
 
Saturday began with a breakout session to brainstorm summer campaign Ideas. The two morning case 
study presentations were Multidisciplinary Outreach from the Great Plains Chapter and Student Outreach 
from the California Sierra Chapter. After lunch, Terry Poltrack from National ASLA gave us an update on the 
national rebranding effort. This segued into a breakout session to discuss the best way to implement the 
rebrand and how the process would work at a local level. Karen Trimbath-Grajales  presented on different 
methods of getting the word out for public awareness 
campaigns. We finished up the day with a case study 
from Central Texas on Publishing and Showcasing 
Member Work. The attendees hit the town for dinner 
and to check out the local haunts. After breakfast on 
Sunday, Paul Azzolini from Nationals presented on 
web development. Amelia Rusbar from Louisiana 
Chapter presented on how to create a website using 
square space. The summit wrapped with the final 
breakout session to compile suggestions for Nationals 
to help the Chapters be more successful with public 
awareness efforts. It was a very innovative summit, 
look for the new ideas the Idaho/Montana Chapter will 
implement this year!

Maggie Clark, ASLA ,PLA

PA Summit
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2018 ASLA Public Awareness Summit

photo credits: Maggie Clark



The Idaho US Green Building Council presented a Sustainable SITES Initiatives Workshop in Boise, Idaho in 
February of 2017. This event was sponsored by Hewlett-Packard (HP), Stack Rock Group (SRG), IMASLA, 
Treasure Valley Canopy Network, and HC Company. The workshop was hosted by HP on their Boise 
Campus, the first SITES certified project in Idaho.  

Over 30 green industry and business professionals attended the event which included several local and 
national presenters. Danielle Pieranunzi, Program Director at Lady Bird Johnson Wildflower Center, kicked off 
the workshop with a thorough review of the Sustainable SITES initiative and some background on how it was 
developed. Melissa Cox with Green Business Certification Inc., presented on the newest rating system used 
in the SITES certification process and  Will Howard, Principal, Landscape Architect with SRG, provided an 
overview of the Boise HP Campus SITES project.  

The first half of the workshop included a site tour which provided the group a firsthand opportunity to observe 
the completed work and gain an understanding of future phases. Steve Birch of HP,  shared his thoughts on 
the project from an owner’s perspective, specifically highlighting what SRG had done to help mitigate their 
concerns and accomplish their goals.  

During the second half of the workshop the attendees were divided into small groups to “brainstorm” on the 
future phases of the project. Ultimately, each group presented schematic design ideas for unique areas on 
the campus, including program elements focused on attracting various user groups. This design exercise 
generated lots of exciting ideas including meditation areas, sport courts, passive rec pods, and an intriguing 
entry concept with an overhead structure.

The workshop was engaging and encouraged 
people to make SITES certification a goal for all 
future development. This program was developed by 
Landscape Architects with a focus on implementing 
sustainability in all that we do. It is imperative that we  
take ownership of this initiative and move towards 
making it a priority. If we do not lead the charge,  other 
allied professionals will. As Landscape Architects, 
we must be the obvious responsible stewards of our 
environment. What will you do to work the principles 
of SITES into your daily practice?  

Maggie Clark, ASLA, PLA

Sustainable SITES Initiative Workshop

photo credits: Maggie Clark14



Olmsted
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The Olmsted Group is excited to rejoin with our fellow Landscape Architects in fellowship, education, and 
advocacy for our profession with our 2018 line up of social events, lunch and learns and other events.

Preliminary 2018 Calendar of Events: 

March 29th  Spring Social 
   Barrel House, Garden City :: Sponsor: Netafim Irrigation

April 26th   Streets & Suds: Study of Central District 
   Boise Brewing, Boise :: Sponsor: Maglin Site Furnishings

June 28th   Streets & Suds: State of the Green Industry, Ann Bates
   Hot Desk HQ, Boise :: Sponsor TBD

August 23rd   Complete Streets: Lisa Brady, Director, Safe Routes to Schools
   Hot Desk HQ, Boise :: Sponsor TBD

October 25th   Fall Garden Gathering:
   Idaho Botanical Garden, Boise :: Sponsor TBD

December 13th University of Idaho, Boise – Student Presentations
   Idaho Water Center, Boise :: Sponsor TBD
  
  
The Olmsted Group was started in 1997 in Boise, Idaho and is now a section of the overall chapter that 
represents chapter members located in the southwestern half of Idaho. The majority of the membership is 
located in the Treasure Valley, surrounding Boise, and contains almost half of all Landscape Architects in the 
overall chapter.

Olmsted Group

A Big Thank You To Our March & April Sponsors!
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Over the last couple years ASLA has been going through a rebranding process. As you can imagine, 
something like this is a big undertaking! A designer was hired to design the new logo which includes a 
symbol and typography. We don’t want to give anything away, but it’s similar to the old logo with a more 
modern look. Another component of the rebranding is a brand standard which includes a color palette, 
photography and graphic layout structure, fonts, and document format. The new logo will be rolled out in 
April for World Landscape Architecture Month. 

This is a great opportunity for the individual state chapters to unify and adopt the new national ASLA symbol 
as their chapter logo. Nationals has made this easy by providing each chapter with a logo that includes the 
chapter name and the new symbol. At the Public Awareness Summit this year it was mentioned that if you 
take all the chapter logos and arrange them on one page it looks like complete chaos, not one organization. 
As a profession we struggle with being recognized globally the way that Engineers and Architects are. 
Taking the step to unify the chapter branding with national ASLA will be a big step to present a united 
front and become more recognizable as a professional Landscape Architecture organization. If anyone 
has any further questions about the national branding effort, please feel free to contact Maggie Clark at 
maggieclarkpla@gmail.com. 

ASLA  Rebranding

World Landscape Architecture Month 2018
April is World Landscape Architecture Month. Celebrate with other Landscape Architects across the 
globe by doing your part to increase awareness of the profession we are all so passionate about! 

The IDMT ASLA Chapter is excited to celebrate World Landscape Architecture Month (WLAM) this year! 
We will be following national ASLA in highlighting student work on our social media platforms. If you want 
to optimize your membership benefits, make sure to send photos and brief descriptions of past or present 
projects to maggieclarkpla@gmail.com by mid-April.  Make sure you include the firm’s social media handles 
so we can tag you and get you more publicity!

Example projects to send:
• Process drawings
• In construction projects
• Final design renderings
• Completed projects 

Please include the following information with the project photos:
• Company name and any social media handles you use
• design intent 
• program elements 
• materials used if unique or interesting
• type of project (residential, commercial, etc.)
• location of project

We would love to feature projects that our members are working on all year as well so please feel free to 
send project photos at any time. 



Branding Effort/ Membership Benefits

Your calling is calling. The connections an ASLA membership creates are truly 
limitless, as are the possibilities it provides. Invest in yourself, your career, and the future of 
landscape architecture by joining us. Become a member today.  

To see detailed membership benefits and categories – and to apply – go to  www.asla.org/join or 
call 888-999-2752. 

Member Benefits include:  

· ASLA membership designation 

· Landscape Architecture Magazine, the monthly
       publication of ASLA 

· A “Firm Finder” listing for your firm 

· LAND, the biweekly e-newsletter 

· Professional Practice Networks 

· The ASLA Business Quarterly, the  

      economic outlook for the profession,  

      delivered every three months 

· Access to the Professional Practice  

      Resource Center and research services 

· Landscape Architecture Technical  

 Information Series (LATIS) 

· JobLink résumé posting

Member Receive Substantial Discounts On:  

· ASLA Annual Meeting and EXPO 

      registration fees 

· JobLink job postings 

·  LARE preparation courses 

· Use of the ASLA Standard Form  

     Contract for Professional Services 

· National Salary and Business Indicators surveys 

· ARCOM MasterSpec, LandF/X, and  

       Vectorworks Landmark software 

· Business and liability insurance 

· Car rentals, and many other valuable  

       products and services  

· Online learning continuing education 

The road to success is paved with good CONNECTIONS. 
CONNECT WITH ASLA. Strength is found when a group of likeminded professionals work together towards 
a common goal. The right time to seize the next great opportunity often depends on being in the right place 
at the right time. Well, now is the time, and ASLA is the right place for people with a passion for landscape 
architecture. In fact, ASLA is the only organization in the world solely devoted to the success of our 
profession and its practitioners. While there are many reasons to join ASLA, none are more compelling than 
the connections we make through ASLA. 
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A Big Thank You To Our 2017 Rendezvous Sponsors!




